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Spring 2019
Texts
     I’m asking you to purchase two texts this semester:

•  Greenberg, Arielle.  Youth Subcultures.  New York: Longman, 2005.

•  Hacker, Diana.  Rules for Writers.  New York: Bedford, 2015.  Eighth Edition.  

     In addition to these texts, I’ll ask you to read a number of articles from the web. 

Course Objectives

     English 1108 emphasizes a process-oriented approach to writing an academic paper.  Through the processes of responding to assigned readings and composing your own texts, you will learn the principles of effective college writing.

     When I say “process,” I mean I’m worried not just about the final drafts of your essays, but about the researching and drafting work you accomplished as you worked your way towards a final draft.  I want to know how you got from point A to point B.  (For a quick overview of what I’m talking about when I say “writing process,” you can head over to Purdue University’s Online Writing Lab for a quick overview, or you can investigate Section One, “The Writing Process,” in your Hacker handbook.)  

     What do I mean when I say you’ll be learning “the principles of effective college writing”?  Initially, “effective college writing,” adheres to the conventions of standard written English.  I’m talking about stuff like good spelling and proper grammar.  Standard written English is the type of English college-educated folks use.  Standard written English, for example, says that we begin our sentences with capital letters, that we end our sentences with periods.  “Effective college writing” follows the conventions of standard written English.       
     Correct spelling, grammar, and mechanics, however, are only the beginnings of a well-written essay.  In fact, I will not be grading your papers on grammar and mechanics.  This is a college level writing class: I’ll simply assume you all are capable of writing technically perfect papers.  You’ll receive no credit for writing a mechanically perfect paper.  
     But . . . you’ll be docked for submitting a paper riddled with errors.  
     Confused?  Think of it this way: even though you (probably) take a shower before you go out on a date, you don’t really expect your sweetheart to congratulate you for knowing how to use soap and water.   
     Using commas correctly and checking your work for spelling errors is a little like taking a shower: we just expect you to do these things.
     A better analogy.  Your calculus teacher doesn’t give you bonus points for being able to add and subtract!  In a college writing class, you’re not going to get a gold star for using commas correctly.  

     If mechanical errors impede my ability to read and understand your writing, you will be asked to proofread and resubmit before I assign you a grade.  Because this is a college-level writing class, we will spend virtually no time as a class discussing surface level errors.  Instead, we’ll be focusing on larger issues, stuff like “characteristics of an effective thesis statement,” or “locating valid sources to support your thesis.”  I am not going to be giving the class mini-lessons on “using a comma correctly,” although I will probably work individually with some of you to remediate errors.  You’re all college-level writers, or you wouldn’t be enrolled in this course.

     In other words, I am assuming that you know the rules of basic writing, that you no longer make grammatical errors or struggle with punctuation.  And I expect your papers to be largely free of errors and mistakes. 

     If grammar and mechanics become an issue—if, for example, writing errors interfere with my ability to understand your writing—I will mark up the first page of your essay, focusing on the mistakes you are making over and over, and then return the assignment to you with the instructions “Revise and Resubmit.”

     If you are asked to revise and resubmit your worksheet, you’ll need to revise and resubmit your worksheet.

     For most of you, revision will just involve editing a bit more carefully.  You probably won’t need outside help.  Others will need some assistance!  Luckily, this college offers abundant resources for folks who need extra attention paid to the surface qualities of their writing.

     So, what if you know, in advance, that you are still working on various grammatical issues?  You will be directed to resources where you can receive some help with this aspect of your writing, including the College’s Writing Center—which accommodates on-line tutoring—and “Tutor.com.”  You may also be forced to work more intensively with me.  If, for example, you are having trouble with incomplete sentences, I will give you resources helping you with this issue, and, of course, you will be given an opportunity to revise and resubmit your work for full credit.  But, I won’t be editing your paper.

     If I determine that you lack the necessary skills to succeed in a college-level writing class, I will encourage you to drop this course and enroll in one of this college’s developmental writing courses.
     Back to our discussion.  “Good writing,” then, means more than simply making certain you’ve spelled stuff correctly.  “Good writing” will be defined as writing that allows you to join, and contribute to, ongoing academic and social discussions.  

     Upon successfully completing this course, students should be able to:

(  Demonstrate knowledge of the writing process

(  Write effective expository and argumentative essays

(  Write grammatically correct prose

(  Generate meaningful discourse through field and/or library research

(  Respond critically, in writing, to a variety of different texts
     To show me that you have met these outcomes, you will successfully write a researched essay using MLA or APA style.  (Some of you have been introduced to the basics of MLA and/or APA style, and others don’t know what the heck I’m talking about.  Don’t worry.  We’ll be talking extensively about documenting sources.  You bought the Hacker handbook chiefly as a way of learning MLA format.  

POLICY NOTE: You will not receive a passing grade in this class unless you demonstrate fluency with MLA or APA style.  You’ll demonstrate fluency by taking, and passing, a quiz on MLA and APA style, and using either MLA or APA style in the final drafts of your assigned essays.
Assignments

     I’ll be asking you to complete a series of weekly assignments this semester.  These assignments will sometimes involve a closer examination of the course readings, will sometimes have you researching a topic, and will sometimes have you working on a draft-in-progress.
     I’ll be posting weekly assignments every Monday.  You’ll typically have a week to complete the assigned work, and I’ll typically (but not always) collect the assignments Monday nights at 11:59 PM.  Be aware that completing these assignments will require you to access our class Desire2Learn webpage.  Weekly Assignments will typically be worth 100 points apiece. 
     In addition, you’ll be asked to a take a series of quizzes covering the assigned reading.
     How will I determine your final grade?

•
Students receiving 90-100 % of available course points will get an “A.”

•
Students receiving 80-89 % of available course points will get an “B.”

•
Students receiving 70-79% of available course points will get an “C.”

•
Students receiving 60-69% of available course points will get an “D.”

     Grades will be posted on D2L and updated at least bi-weekly. 
POLICY NOTE: To receive a passing grade in this class, you must receive a grade of 70 or higher on Assignments Two and Four, as well as the final draft of your “Investigating a Contemporary American Subculture” essay.
Course Policies

     An on-line class, you need to realize, isn’t a truncated or simplified version of a “normal” class.  An online course nets you the same amount of credits as an on-campus class, transfers just like an on-campus class, and, therefore, requires just as much work (and time) as an on-campus class.  I am responsible for ensuring that this course is as rigorous as the courses I teach on campus.  

     Why am I saying this?  Generally, college students should expect to study about two to three hours per week outside of class for each unit of credit they are taking.  My on-campus 1108 students, consequently, spend four hours a week in class with me and, usually, at the very least, four or more hours a week at home or in the library preparing material for the class.  (This is an average.  Some weeks, particularly when a paper is due, are more difficult than other weeks.) 

     What does this mean for you?  As a student enrolled in an accelerated online section of English 1108, you may find yourself devoting two or three hours a day to this course, and, some weeks, maybe, even more!  In fact, you may want to think of this class as a part time job you’ve picked up for the next eight weeks.  
     (Oh, and hey . . . if you find yourself complaining about the course load, ask yourself, “Would this be cool if I had twice as much time?”  Because, again, this is an accelerated course!)  

     Organization and time management are really keys to success in this class.  There’s a lot of stuff here.  I’m asking you to accomplish, on your own, the various sorts of tasks I’d normally introduce in the classroom.  This course is, consequently, time intensive and, in key ways, more difficult than a classroom course.  

     I’ll give you an example of what I’m talking about.

     You have to use MLA style on the final draft of your essays.  In my on-campus English 1108 classes, we devote literally three weeks to MLA style.  I give my students various quizzes, worksheets, exercises.  They get mini-lectures and class discussions on the subject.  In this class, I’ll cover formatting by saying, “Read the chapter on formatting in your Hacker Handbook, take a D2L quiz, and make sure you follow the rules.  If you have any questions, visit the Discussion Forum.”
     Because, really, what else can I do besides pointing you towards resources?  

     The burden of learning is really on you, which is why we talk about on-line classes being especially suited for motivated, self-starting, students.

     So, what’s the point of all this?  I’m not trying to scare you—in fact, you’ll enjoy the work once you get started, and my pass rates in online classes are as high, and often higher, as my pass rates in on-the-ground classes—but I don’t want any confusion about what it will take to pass this class.  This is college, man: the reading load is heavy, and the worksheets require real engagement with tough ideas.  Everything will be fine . . . as long you realize this isn’t something you can knock out on Monday afternoon, a few hours before the assignment due date.     

     You need to check into this site at least two or three times weekly (but really, every day).  College policy says that you will be automatically withdrawn from a course if you miss two consecutive weeks of class.

POLICY NOTE: I will drop you from this course if I don’t hear from you for two consecutive weeks.

     Late work will be accepted for half-credit unless you have made advance arrangements with me.      

     Incomplete grades can only be given to students who have regularly attended class and who have completed most of the coursework.  An Incomplete is reserved for students who, because of a serious emergency, are unable to complete all the work required to receive a passing grade.  Students must initiate requests for either an incomplete grade of W by filing the appropriate form with Enrollment Services.  Students who stop attending classes without completing the W process may receive a grade of “F” and are responsible for all tuition/fees associated with the course.  Please see current Class Schedule or Catalog for details.

     There is a discussion of academic dishonesty on the College’s website.  In this class, we adhere to the College’s definition of academic dishonesty.  (Though we will talk about plagiarism in class, note that you are finally responsible for knowing the policies regarding cheating in your classes.)  My policy regarding academic dishonesty is uncomplicated: students failing to honor the requirements of the College’s Academic Integrity Policy will fail my course.  The Dean of Students may be notified.  I can’t imagine anything more unpleasant.

     A copy of the Student Code of Conduct can be obtained from the IHCC website.  In general, treat me and fellow students with respect.  Behavior shouldn’t be an issue on the discussion boards.  My basic rule: don’t write anything on the discussion boards you wouldn’t say to a classmate’s face.  (This isn’t Facebook or some Grand Theft Auto board.)  Any student chastised for bad conversational etiquette will forfeit assignment points.  Get chastised more than twice for inappropriate discussion behavior, and I will ask you to confer with the Dean of Students before continuing the course. 

College policies and Resources
     You’ll find a more detailed discussion of the College’s Academic Policies and Student Support Services on the course links page.
     You have enrolled in ENG 1108, Writing and Research Skills.  English 1108 emphasizes critical writing, reading, and thinking with attention to rhetorical elements such as argumentative structure, audience, and purpose. Students learn types of college writing and research techniques; report, synthesize, and draw conclusions from their readings; document the use of sources; and practice the writing process. 





     To receive credit for this class, you should have been recommended by Accuplacer assessment, or received a Grade of C or higher in English 99.











